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Rockford Senior High School serves 

1935 students in grades 10 through 12.  

The Principal of Rockford Senior High 

School is Dan Zang.   Steve Lewis , Tom 

Hosford and Katy VanCuren serve as 

Assistant Principals.  Mr. Tim Erickson 

is the Athletic Director servicing grades 

7 through 12.  There are 89 fulltime; 5 

shared time; 2 part-time professional 

teaching staff members; 5 full time 

counselors; a full time Media Specialist 

and a variety of Special Service 

personnel.  

 

One hundred (100) percent of the 

Rockford High School instructional staff 

are ñhighly qualifiedò to teach in their 

prescribed area of instruction. 

 

Special Service personnel include a 

School Psychologist, School Social 

Worker, Gifted and Talented Consultant, 

Director of Technology, Technology 

Technicians, Speech and Language 

Therapist, homebound service, Business 

Partnerships Specialist, School Security, 

School Nurse, Food Service Director, 

Intramural Director and an Auditorium 

Manager for scheduling and assisting in 

school and community events. 

 

Assisting all of us in keeping the 

building operating in an organized 

manner, keeping the building clean, 

helping in the media center, serving 

nutritious food and helping teachers and 

students are 15 secretaries, 10 

custodians, 6 security officers, 14 food 

service, 2 child care workers, 1 TV 

studio  

 

 

 

technician and 1 assistant auditorium 

supervisor, 184 total staff members. 

 

Daily attendance at Rockford averages 

97%.  All students (1935) live within the 

geographic boundaries, except the 

eighty-three (83) non-resident students. 

 

We are proud of our school and our 

Mission Statement, which has been 

adopted by the professional staff. 

 

 "The mission of the Rockford Senior 

High School is to provide 

opportunities for students to acquire 

skills and develop attitudes for 

becoming positive, contributing 

citizens in a global community.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All entering freshmen take the 

Graduation Competency Test in early 

spring of their ninth grade year.   

 

This year sophomores were offered the 

PLAN test. Students take this test in the 

Spring of the year in preparation for the 

ACT test their Junior year.  Beginning in 

the school year 2008-2009 students will 

be taking an Academic Collegiate 

Transitions class to also help prepare 

students for this important college 

entrance exam.  Both the PLAN and the 

ACT tests help prepare our students for a 

successful college transition. 
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   Rockford High School  2008-2009                   
 

 

 

Membership 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 

Fall Pupil Count 1864 1879 1724 

Spring Pupil Count 1850 1834 1746 

Average Pupil Count 1857 1857 1735 

Pupil Adds 91 87 60 

Pupil Drops 79 78 82 

Retention Rate >1% >1% >1% 

 

 

Attendance Rate 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 

Building Average 94% 96% 98% 

District H.S. Avg. 94% 96% 98% 

 

 

Education YES! Report Card 

 
2007-2008 2006-2007 

Score Grade Score Grade 

Math 87% B 75.5% C 

ELA 88.8% B 77.7% C 

Science 92.2% A 86.6% B 

Social Studies 97% A 100% A 

Achievement Subtotal 91.3% A 85% B 

Indicators of School Performance 100% A 99% A 

Preliminary 94% A 90% A 

AYP Status Met AYP Met AYP 

Composite Grade A A 

 

 

Reading by Gender   

 

Number of 

Students 

Level 3 & 4  Level 1 & 2 

07-08 06-07 07-08 06-07 07-08 06-07 

Male 327 268 28% 29% 73% 71% 

Female 305 262 14% 19% 86% 81% 

 

R   
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Mathematics by Gender 

 

 

Number of 

Students 

Level 3 & 4 Level 1 & 2 

07-08 06-07 07-08 06-07 07-08 06-07 

Male 327 268 28% 29% 72% 71% 

Female 305 262 31% 30% 69% 70% 

 

 

 

 

Juniors are offered the option of taking 

the PSAT in October at Rockford High 

School.  This year 22% (137 of 632) of 

the current juniors (Class of 2010) took 

the PSAT.  The mean scores were 55.2 

in critical reading, 56.5 in the math 

portion and 54.1 in the writing skills 

portion.   

 

Our major career-planning instrument is 

the Career Cruising Computer program. 

Combining interests, values, and 

abilities, this program provides students 

with individual career and post 

secondary information. All students 

grades 9-11 spend 1-2 school hours 

using this program. Additionally, all 

juniors meet with their counselor 

individually where the Career Cruising 

information is analyzed and interpreted 

for their future. Both career choices and 

post-secondary education are discussed. 

Students may also use Career Cruising at 

any time on line. 

 

As a means of regular, on-going 

evaluation, students and parents receive  

nine-week report cards and mid-nine 

week progress reports indicating student 

performance.  Students who 

substantially improve their grades over 

the previous marking period receive a 

personal letter of encouragement from 

their counselor. 

 

 

 

 

We are into our fourteenth year of 

competency testing as a graduation 

requirement at Rockford High School.  

We are in the midst of transitioning from 

using the California Achievement Test 

(CAT) to the Workkeys Exam. We 

would like to share with you some 

information about the tests. 

 

1. Areas tested are Math and Reading 

for the CAT and an additional 

Locating Information component to 

the Workkeys Exam. 

3. The test is given to all Freshmen in 

the Spring. 

4. Students who do not pass the test are 

allowed to retake the test once every 

year. 

5. The following forms of remediation 

are available: 

 A.  Peer tutoring with the National 

*Honor Society study sessions 

*Study packets and sessions 

B. Enroll in the community 

education night class and/or 

summer school. 

C. Following remediation, most of 

these students will pass both 

parts of the test. 

 

The graduating class of 2009 had 

approximately 623 members.  We are 

Parent/Teacher Conference Attendance 2007-2008 2006-2007 2006-2005 

Fall Conferences 86% 86% 86% 

Spring Conferences 63% 64% 63% 
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pleased to announce that we had a 98% 

passing rate.  

 

 

 

 

Effective April 1, 1996, Public Act 160 

created the Post Secondary Enrollment 

Option which provides for the 

participation of high school students in 

dual enrollment or post secondary 

enrolment options.  Therefore, Rockford 

High School students are allowed to take 

advantage of the option to attend college 

level course work and receive both high 

school and college credit.  This school 

year, 15 Rockford students enrolled in 

17 college level courses; all received 

college credit.  Additionally, we have 13 

Advanced Placement courses offered to 

students with 323 juniors and seniors 

enrolled in at least one AP  

course.  This translates 26% (323 of 

1233) of our juniors and seniors.  In 

terms of Rockford students who took a 

college level equivalent credit 

examination, 337 students wrote 477 AP 

exams. 
 

 

 

 

 

Rockford High students are given the 

opportunity to ñtest outò of high school 

courses.   

This school year, 20 students picked up 

materials and 10 attempted to test out of 

12 different courses. Five students 

successfully ñtested out.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

As is true for all schools within the 

Rockford Public Schools District, the 

core curriculum at Rockford High 

School provides learning experiences in 

all areas:  language arts, mathematics, 

foreign language, science, social studies, 

physical education, art, technology, 

business, vocal and instrumental music, 

computer education, honor and AP 

classes.  Students also are given job-

shadowing experiences.  A college prep 

course of study is available to all 

students.  A wide and varied range of 

extra-curricular and interscholastic 

opportunities is available to the students.  

The goal of education is to provide all 

learners with a solid foundation of skills, 

knowledge, and understanding that are 

necessary for their continual growth and 

success as students within the school 

setting and as adults in society.  Listed 

below are the characteristics of a 

Rockford High School graduate.  All 

students will be exposed to: 

 

1. Self directed learning 

2. Social interaction and cooperative 

working 

3. The use of Higher Order Thinking 

Skills 

4. Problem Solving 

5. Citizenship (Personal, Local, State, 

National and Global) 

6. Communication 

7. Aesthetic responsiveness/Creativity 

 and Appreciation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The District Plan for School 

Improvement (RAMS) provides the 

direction for school improvement in all 

the District's schools.  The high school 

staff was involved in the following 

RAMS goals: 
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 1. Evaluate current competency tests 

and the impact on special education 

graduation rates and recommend 

changes as needed. 

 
 2. Review, evaluate, and improve the 

districtôs plan for meeting the needs 

of at-risk students. 

 
 3. Review, evaluate, and revise the 

current educational technology plan 

to reflect the districtôs vision for 

students, staff, and community. 

 
 4. Explore the expansion of the 

alternative education program to 

increase opportunities for more 

middle and high school students to 

participate. 

 
 5. Continue to provide opportunities for 

departmental planning and dialogue 

to improve instruction, curriculum 

and communication. 

 
 6. Evaluate and improve the process of 

assigning grades so that there is 

consistency among all teachers, 

grades 9-12. 

 
 7. Explore, study, and make 

recommendation regarding the 

feasibility of offering a K-12 strings 

program. 

 
 8. Continue to improve the content of 

and participation in the districtôs 

staff development offerings. 

 

 9. Support the expansion of team-

teaching opportunities. 

 

10. Explore the expansion of course 

offerings at the high school. 

 

11. Continue to monitor and expand 

school-to-work opportunities as 

needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A rt:   Art in 2008-2009 school year 

was productive and successful.  Changes 

in the Art Department were the intro-

duction of Jewelry II, Pottery II and 

Advanced 2-D Design classes. Ms. Judi 

Neyerges-Beaudoin, Ms. Barb Kent, and 

Ms. Kathleen McDonald composed the 

10-12 art teaching staff. The year saw 

the display of interesting and inventive 

works of pottery, jewelry, painting, print 

making, and sculpture from the 

introductory level to the submitting of 

portfolios in the National Scholastic 

Contest. Four students were Regional 

Gold Key Winners at Scholastic Arts 

Competition. First place in the 

Congressional High School Art Contest 

(Third District) was won by a Rockford 

student. 

The Advance Placement Portfolio 

students went on their annual trip to 

Chicago. Various field trips for 

enrichment in the other art classes were 

conducted throughout the year. The 

Student Art Show was held to the delight 

of students, staff, and community.  The 

new trimestersô program for Rockfordôs 

9-12 students allowed for a greater 

number of children to express their 

dedication and talent through the visual 

arts.  

 

Business: Our business department 

offers a variety of classes that will help 

prepare students for college or the world 

of work.  Accounting is a class designed 
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to expose students to careers and 

theories in the field of accounting.  Any 

student planning on pursuing a business 

degree in college should take high 

school accounting.  Business Tech I 

and II  are technology courses designed 

to allow the student to become proficient 

in keyboarding, formatting, and the 

Microsoft Office Suite.  Co-op and 

Senior Internship are classes that offer 

students an opportunity to obtain work 

experience or explore a career while 

having the support of the classroom to 

ensure success.  Business I, II and III  

allow students to explore product 

development, entrepreneurship and 

management.  Students also operate the 

school store, The Ram Shack, giving 

hands-on experience in running a small 

business.  Bus Com -Advertising 

explores the exciting world of 

advertising, including marketing, 

promotions, visual merchandising and 

display.  Multi Media  offers the 

opportunity to use several 

multimedia/interactive applications in 

addition to web page design.  Business 

and Practical law is a combination of 

business and personal law that addresses 

legal rights and responsibilities. 

 

Our business classes also coordinate and 

participate in a variety of community 

service events throughout the year, 

including Holiday Baskets, Race for the 

Cure, and Planner Ads.  Profits from the 

school store are also used to make 

donations to many other community 

service events. 

 

 

English:  At Rockford High School, 

our department continues to proactively 

look at the increasing state and national 

standards set for the English curriculum.   

As of next year (2009-2010), the high 

school will have two classes, the 

sophomore and junior classes under the 

new state graduation requirements,  and  

the seniors under Rockfordôs graduation 

requirements.  Therefore, you will see a 

dramatic change in the classes we 

currently offer our students for 2009 and 

beyond.  We currently offer no elective 

classes other than Journalism and 

Yearbook to our sophomores and 

juniors.  As for our seniors, we are 

offering six one trimester elective 

classes along with one trimester of 

Senior Composition. 

 

Also, as of the 2008-2009 school year, 

the Communication and English 

departments merged into one 

department.  All students at RHS must 

pass a communications course to fulfill 

the public speaking requirement for 

graduation from Rockford Public 

Schools.  The courses which fulfill the 

public speaking requirement are open to 

all three grades at the high school 

building. 

 

Also, our department continues to take 

an active role in helping students, staff 

and the community to make the best 

choices for each studentôs academic 

path.  Our goal is not only for students 

who excel to be challenged, but also for 

all students to find success. 

 

 

L ife Management Education: The 

Family and Consumer Science 

department continues to seek innovative 

ways to update the curriculum and 

prepare the Rockford High School 

student for balancing the multiple roles 

of being an effective family member, 

worker and citizen in our community. 

The Life Management Education 
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program promotes the concept of 

personal and family wellness - 

physically and mentally. 
 

 

The Food for Fitness class is to promote 

healthy eating and fitness habits.  Topics 

are food choices, nutrients 

(carbohydrates, protein, vitamins, 

minerals, fats), weight management and 

food preparation.  The Child 

Development class allows the Rockford 

High School student to apply nurturing 

behaviors with three and four-year-old 

children in 

the Child 

Develop-

ment 

Preschool 

lab setting 

at the high 

school.  

Parenting Psychology is an extension of 

our child development class with an 

emphasis on the parentôs role of raising a 

child who is self-disciplined. Students 

take an active role in planning and 

teaching a lesson for the preschoolers in 

the Child Development Preschool lab.  

Students understand that parenthood is a 

lifetime commitment - financially and 

emotionally.  The Personal Living class 

is set up for students to acquire skills for 

choosing careers and the transition from 

school to work.  The interviewing 

process, job applications, taxes, and 

personal responsibilities are taught in 

this class.  The Clothing I class allows 

students to work with dynamic fabrics, 

fabulous patterns, and sewing machines.  

For the student who seeks to further their 

knowledge in this area, we also offer a 

Clothing II  class.  With our 

Independent Family Living class, our 

goals focuses on financial concerns and 

communication skills for young adults 

with topics like credit cards, credit, 

credit reports, identify theft, banking, 

insurance, housing, and meal planning 

units.    

  

M athematics:  The present program 

in the Rockford High School 

mathematics department continues to 

meet the needs of todayôs students in all 

areas of the mathematics field.  Our 

mathematics program currently offers 

Advanced Placement courses in Calculus 

and first year of Statistics.  Our 2008 AP 

results are as follows.  One hundred six 

(106) students took the Advanced 

Placement Calculus test.  All but three 

students earned college credits by 

scoring 3 or higher. Sixty-eight (68) of 

the students scored the highest grade of 

5 and most of the remaining scored a 4.  

Conversely, for students who find the 

traditional mathematics courses 

challenging, the department offers 

classes in Geometry Concepts, and 

Algebra 2 Concepts which provide for 

more mastery learning. 

 

Our highly competitive mathematics 

students competed in this yearôs 

Michigan Mathematics Prize 

Competition.  Seven (7) Rockford 

students placed in the top 1000 (out of 

approx. 11,000 of the best mathematics 

students in the state) and qualified to 

take the extremely difficult Part II test. 

Seniors Jim Scott (12th) and Daniel 

Hutchings (47th) were invited to an 

awards ceremony at Oakland University 

for being in the top 100.  In another 

national contest, Jim was one of the top 

500 students in the U.S. and is awaiting 

his results on the third test.  This is an 

attempt to qualify for the U.S. Olympic 

Math Team which competes against 

other countries. 
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M edia Center: The RHS Media 

Center is a modern full service library 

and student mecca.  The Media Center 

features two levels.  The lower level 

hosts the print collection, tables and 

seating for 68 students, 17 computer 

workstations, two separate lounge 

seating areas and a Café with seating for 

24.  The upper level has 28 computer 

workstations, tables and seating for 12 

students and two lounge seating areas.  

 

The print collection contains over 12,000 

volumes.  The collection supports 

curricular activity as well as offering a 

wide selection recreational reading in the 

form of novels, short story collections 

and magazines. The collection is 

managed by Follett Destiny library 

management software.   Every computer 

functions as an Online Public Access 

Catalog (OPAC) station.  Digital 

resources include the Michigan Electric 

Library (MEL) databases, Opposing 

Viewpoints databases and the ABC-

CLIO social studies databases. 

There is also a collection of several 

hundred educational videos in both DVD 

and VHS formats.  The Media Center 

also supports the staff and students needs 

by offering cameras (video) and other 

AV equipment for school use.   

 

The atmosphere of the Media Center is 

open and welcoming.  The students of 

RHS feel comfortable in the Media 

Center and attendance on a daily basis is 

often in access of 500 visitors pursuing 

academic and leisure activities.  The 

Ram Café is popular destination for 

students and staff.  It is housed in the 

library and is operated by students in a 

joint endeavor between the Media 

Center and the RHS Business Ed. 

Department.  Proceeds from the Café go 

towards supporting both programs.   

 

The hours of operation for the Media 

Center are 7:00 A.M. to 7:30 P.M. 

during the majority of the school year on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  

These hours are offered through 

partnership with Grand Rapids 

Community College which offers classes 

at RHS on those evenings.  On Tuesdays 

and Fridays the Media Center closes at 

3:30.  The Ram Café is open from 7:00 

A.M. until 3:00 P.M. daily.   

 

 M odern Language: Trimesters 

forced some major changes to our 

program.  All languages and levels had 

to modify curriculum.  Spanish IV 

became an official AP course.  German 

IV experienced a complete re-write of 

their curriculum to accommodate the 

new AP testing process.  Spanish 

students have begun the looping process 

but French and German have chosen not 

to loop. 

 

The Spanish & German programs are 

traveling together to Europe this 

summer.  The Chinese, Japanese & 

French programs remain strong as we 

continue to grow at Rockford.  At the 

Freshman Center the Modern Language 

Department hosted an exchange teacher 

from China.  Next year we will host a 

Chinese exchange teacher at the middle 

schools.   

 

 M ultimedia:  Students participating 

in Multimedia and Advanced 

Multimedia have the opportunity to learn 

how to use some of the most powerful 

authoring tools for multimedia and the 

web.  Students create and design 

solutions that educate, entertain, inform, 

motivate or sell.  They learn to create 

multimedia/interactive applications, live 
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action or animated movies, design 

advertising campaigns, computer 

generated art, CDs, logos, posters, web 

pages, etc. 

Students combine their skills with their 

classes including RCTV, tele-

communications, history, science, 

foreign language and business.  They 

create videos for sports awards, design 

shirts for sports and business, posters for 

Youth Initiative, food drives, plays, and 

other school activities.  Multimedia 

students instruct and assist staff and 

other students with special projects.  Our 

software is used in the business world 

and rivals that of colleges. 

 

Music Department:  This was another 

busy and successful year for our music 

department. 

 

Instrumental Music:   The Rockford 

Bands experienced another outstanding 

year!  The RHS Marching Band 

performed a busy schedule including 

taking 1st or 2nd Place in all of their 

regional competitions, and taking 6th 

Place at the 2008 MCBA State 

Championship. 

 

The concert season was filled with 

several performances including the 

Christmas Collage, University 

Showcase, and Spring Awards Concerts.  

All three concert ensembles (Wind 

Ensemble, Symphonic Band, and 

Concert Band) received Superior Ratings 

and both District and State MSBOA 

Band Festivals. 

 

 

Vocal Music:  It was another very 

successful year for the Rockford High 

School Choirs, including performances 

of choral music from many styles and 

composers.  Increased enrollment led to 

the hiring of a second choir director, 

Mandy Scott.   From September to 

December we were very busy with our 

annual retreat, Fall Concerts, multiple 

Christmas events, our fifth annual 

Christmas CD, and the inaugural 

performances of our new A Cappella 

Extra-Curricular Singers (ACES ï led by 

Mr. Jed Scott), and Advanced Womenôs 

Ensemble (AWE) ï adding a much 

needed menôs chorus and a more 

selective womenôs chorus to our current 

choir offerings.  We had 15 students 

chosen for the Regional Honors Choir of 

the Michigan School Vocal Music 

Association (MSVMA), 7 moving on to 

the State Honors Choir, and two making 

it all the way to All-State. 

 

Other highlights of our year included a 

student composition chosen for an 

outstanding composition award for the 

Michigan Music Conference, a singer 

chosen as an outstanding vocal jazz 

soloist at MSU, and Rockford was the 

host of the District Choral Festival for 

District 7 of the MSVMA.  We had 

multiple events participate in the District 

and State Solo and Ensemble Festivals, 

with the women of our Chamber Singers 

chosen as one of the top 24 small 

ensembles in Michigan.  We also had 

five choirs qualify for and participate in 

the State Choral Festival.  But the 

highlight of the year was easily our 

production of Disneyôs Beauty and the 

Beast, with FIVE completely sold out 

performances and extremely enthusiastic 

audience response.  It was another great 

year of music making! 
 

 

Physical Education: The 2008-2009 

school year continued to draw a large 

number of students into the physical 

education department.  We offer a range of 

classes that meet the needs of all students. 

The elective courses offered at the high 
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school are Sports and Fitness Activities, 

Weight Training, Advanced Conditioning, 

Lifetime Fitness, Developmental Fitness, 

Aerobics, Life Guarding, and Practical 

Sports Medicine. 

 

The students at the Freshman Center are 

required to take Physical Education and 

Health Education.  PE 9 is a beginning 

course with emphasis on lifetime 

activities including both fitness and 

sports.   

 

The lack of a middle school health class 

continues to be a challenge for Health 

Education, with the time reduction of the 

one trimester format. Introduction to 

basic knowledge as well as more 

advanced information and skills needed 

for future decision making regarding 

oneôs wellness is critical.  The final 

exam tests the knowledge and skills 

essential to the development of health 

literacy.  Questions correlate to the high 

school state and national standards and 

benchmarks for health education.  

 

Reproductive health curriculum has been 

revised by staff and reviewed by a new 

district committee. Stress Management 

was a new elective this year at the 

freshman level. Five sections were 

offered and provided concepts and tools 

for students to cope with challenges now 

and in the future.   

 

Science:  The present program in the 

Rockford High School science 

department continues to meet the needs 

of todayôs students in all areas of the 

science field.  Our science program 

offers Advanced Placement classes in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  We 

also offer Honors sections, which are 

graded on a 5.0 scale, in Biology, 

Chemistry and Physiology.  Conversely, 

for students who find the traditional 

science classes challenging, the 

department provides hands on classes in 

Environment, Biology Concepts and 

Conceptual Physics.  The state of 

Michiganôs Department of Education has 

instituted requirements for more rigorous 

curricula in science and math, which 

requires a course of either chemistry or 

physics for all high school graduates.  

The Rockford high school science 

department is in the final stages of 

creating an alternative class for those 

junior and senior students who would 

not be successful in the traditional 

college prep chemistry and/or physics 

class.  This course will be entitled 

Fundamentals of Physics and will be a 

trimester in length.      

 

Common assessment exams have been 

completed in all of the science courses, 

assuring that the students in different 

sections of the same class type will be 

covering and testing over the same 

essential materials by the completion of 

the course and be taking a common 

exam.  Each of the 13 science rooms in 

the high school is equipped with a 

ceiling mounted video projector and 

screen for ñwhole-classò video displays. 

This system is connected with the 

teacher station computer, which enables 

each staff member to create and display 

Power Point presentations for whatever 

topic they are covering. Software 

programs installed on the computers 

provide for the saving and editing of 

prepared presentations from year to year 

to meet changing needs and information.  

 

Social Studies:  Changes at the state 

level have given the social studies 

department the opportunity to address 
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new components of the Michigan Merit 

Curriculum (MMC).  The classes of 

2011 and beyond are now required to 

take and pass World Studies (A) and 

World Studies (B).  These courses will 

be taken in the freshman year.  World 

Studies help students understand the 

development of the modern world and 

the fundamental themes in Western and 

Non-Western history, geography, politics 

and economics.  As a complement to the 

study of world history students will take 

American Studies (A) and American 

Studies (B), with a focus on United 

States history and geography in their 

sophomore year, Economics in their 

junior year and American Government 

in their senior year.  These MMC classes 

along with numerous elective 

opportunities provide students with the 

tools necessary to understand the 

complexities of living and working in a 

global environment. 

 

 

Special Education: We are continuing 

our program of team-taught classes in 

conjunction with general education: 

English 9B, 10 and 11, Earth Science B, 

Biology Concepts, and Algebra I.  

Within the Resource Room Department, 

we offered the following classes: World 

and American Studies, English 9, 10, 11, 

Pre- Algebra, Algebra I and US History, 

and Government. 

Our categorical classrooms consist of 

three disciplines: Cognitively Impaired, 

Cross Categorical and Autistic Spectrum 

Disorder.  These classrooms sell candy 

during lunches, participate in 2 hour 

block prevocational training and gain 

valuable vocational experience 

interacting with others in and around the 

community of Rockford.  

 

During the 2008 -2009 school year, our 

department offered several options 

related to developing the studentsô 

interests in their post secondary vision.  

At the freshmen level, they may visit 

KCTC to tour the various technical 

programs offered on the East Beltline 

campus. At the sophomore level, our 

students have the option of completing 

KCTC program visits, assessments at 

KTC, revising their EDPôs and ESTR-

III/ESTR-Jôs surveys, as well as, a job 

shadowing experience of their choice. 

During their junior year, the students 

have the opportunity to attend 

KCTC/KTC or remain at RHS for the 

complete 5 hour day. The majority of 

our juniors also took their ACTôs in 

preparation for college, and many 

received accommodations as it pertains 

to their disability. Finally, the senior 

class continues to experience several 

different options: completing their two 

year program at KCTC/KTC, senior 

internships, co-op placements and 

contacting a Disability Service 

Coordinator at a college where they plan 

on attending for the upcoming fall to 

make their transition into college 

successful. Lastly, all seniors within the 

special education department have the 

right to access the services of the 

Michigan Department of Career 

Development for post secondary 

vocational options into the ñadult worldò 

of work. 

 

Technology Education:  The 

Technology Education Department at 

Rockford High School is offering a 

curriculum that allows for a broad 
exposure to the varying technologies found 

in the world today.  The curriculum is based 

on the three major areas of technology 

recognized by the state, which include: 

Physical Technology, Informational 
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Technology and Biotechnology.  After 

fifteen years of using and modifying, it has 

been decided that this is the way for students 

to prepare for the use of technology in the 

21st century. 
 

Rockford High School offers three levels 

of classes beginning with the 

Introduction to Technology class.  This 

course is designed to be a project-

oriented introduction into the World 

Level courses offered at the high school.  

The hands-on projects will primarily 

focus on the areas of woodworking, 

manufacturing, robotics and energy & 

transportation.  The emphasis for all 

projects will be centered on design, 

fabrication, testing and production 

phases.  The purpose of this class is to 

let students explore new areas of 

technology while building on the 

foundations established at the middle 

school.  The second level is the 

intermediate level, called the World 

level, which is divided into six classes:  

World of Structural Engineering 

Technology, World of Control Systems 

Technology, World of Energy and 

Transportation Technology, World of 

Communication Technology, World of 

Manufacture Engineering Technology 

and World of Woodworking 

Technology.  Each class offers the 

student experiences that lead to the 

Applied Level.  All of these classes deal 

with more in-depth studies in the three 

major technological areas.  Students use 

problem solving as a way of utilizing a 

Systems Model approach to both writing 

and critical thinking to present a solution 

to the technologies research and 

development activities to aid in 

broadening their knowledge base into 

real life applications. The third level is 

the advanced level, called the Applied 

Level, which is also divided into four 

classes.  The classes offered are:  

Applied Energy and Transportation 1&2, 

Applied Architectural CAD I&2 and 

Applied Machine CAD I&2. The 

students are expected to utilize their past 

technological knowledge base coupled 

with their academic experiences to solve 

various problems as designed by 

students and instructors.  Students have 

the freedom to move horizontally across 

the curriculum allowing them to further 

develop their skills in all areas of 

technology.  Students can also study 

vertically within an area that gives them 

a deeper knowledge base in one area.  

This vertical movement allows the 

student to gain mastery level in that 

field.   

 

Telecommunications: This year with 

trimesters, more students were admitted 

into the program and class sizes were 

larger. The popularity of the program 

continues to increase-- the classes 

provide both a lecture and a ñhands onò 

opportunity for students from 10th-12th 

grade. 

 

 Broadcast scriptwriting, editing on Final 

Cut Pro, anchoring, reporting, digital 

effects, producing, Live TV, graphic 

design, and production elements are 

studied in three sections of 

Telecommunications.  

Telecommunications 1-3 continue to 

produce school news and several live 

remotes in sporting, arts programs and 

school activities such as Homecoming, 

Graduation, band and choir events, etcé  

 

 More Advanced level classes focus 

more on working in a business like 

environment with ñBeyond the Rockò 

productions.  This is a partnership with 

educational access channel RCTV and is 

intended to provide videos for school, 

community and non-profit groups.  This 

year we worked on sports remotes, Lions 



 11 

Club Video and public service 

announcements that aired on Fox 17 and 

multiple cable stations. 

 

Among the numerous awards received 

this year, students did well in four 

categories in the Michigan Association 

of Broadcasters award.  Other awards 

received this year include: Best news-

cast, best large group project, best 

sportscast and public affairs 

programming.  Students also won first 

place in the Muskegon Film and Video 

Festival, The Reel Thing Contest, 

CMUôs International Film and Video 

competition, and AAA of Michiganôs 

Public Service Announcement Contest.  

Students compete against students all 

over the country for these awards. 

 

Next year, students will be able to take 

the Advanced section of Broadcast 

Comm. 3 multiple times so that students 

can stay with the program longer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

One of the most important factors in a 

student's success is the involvement of 

parents or guardians in the educational 

process.  Rockford High School has a 

high degree of parent involvement as 

82% of our parents attended Parent-

Teacher Conferences during the first 

trimester; 62% during the second 

trimester and 45% of our students are 

enrolled in our Family Access program 

which allows them to view teacher grade 

books on-line.  Other parent 

involvements this year were: 

 

  1. Parent Advisory Committee 

  2. Athletic Boosters 

  3. Vocal Music Boosters 

  4. Band Music Boosters 

  5. Student Orientation Meetings 

  6. Financial Aid Workshops 

  7. College Night Presentations 

  8. Junior Interviews 

  9. Athletic Contests 

10. Fall, Winter and Spring Plays 

11. Instrumental & Vocal Concerts 

12. Musical & Dinner Theater 

13. Science Olympiad 

14. Rockford Education Foundation 

15. School Dances 

16. After-Grad Party Committee 

17. Volunteers in Education 

18. Parent Networking Program 

 

 

 

 
 

 

In order to ensure a well-trained staff 

that understands the importance of 

teaching for learning, staff members 

have taken courses and have been 

involved in staff development 

workshops and in-service activities this 

year.   

 

Þ Capturing Kids Hearts 

Þ Professional Learning Communities 

Þ Diversity Training 

Þ Curriculum Mapping 

Þ Critical Incident Training 

Þ SIMS Monitoring 

Þ Flippen Leadership Training 

Þ On-line Assessment Training 

Þ Common Assessment Workshops 

Þ Assoc. for Curriculum Development 

Þ Technology Training 

Þ Secretarial Training 

Þ Code Red Drills 

Þ Cooperative Learning 

Þ Student Self Assessment 

Þ Advanced Placement 




