Earth’s Water
Use the website and hyperlinks to answer the following questions
http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/mearth.html
1. What is a river? A river is nothing more than surface water finding its way over land from a higher altitude to a lower altitude, all due to gravity.

2. Describe the two ways that water enters a river. It either seeps into the ground or becomes a run off.
3. Look at the distribution of Earth’s water and in your own words, describe what percent of fresh water is found in the lakes; rivers and swamps (wetlands) of the world.

4. What are the two reasons given for the importance of runoff? Keeps rivers and lakes full of water and changes the landscape by the action of erosion. 
5. How has human activity decreased the quality of runoff water?
6. In the U.S., how much surface water is used each day?

7. How much ground water is used each day?

8. If the world’s water covered the U.S., how deep would it be?

9. Define streamflow.

10. How is streamflow measured?
11. Why is there ground water? Its part of the precipitation that seeps down through the soil until it reaches a rock like material that is saturated with water.
12. Why does ground water not make it to the center of the earth?

13. What is the technical name for the water cycle? Hydrologic Cycle
14. Describe dug, driven and drilled wells.

15. What is an aquifer?

16. Explain porosity and permeability of rock layers.
17. How does vegetation affect runoff after it rains?

18. How much water does the Detroit area receive if one inch of rain falls?

19. What is a sinkhole? A sink whole is an area of ground that has no natural external surface drainage.
20. What are the three kinds of sinkholes? Dissolution, Cover-subsidence, Cover-collapse.
21. What percentage of land is covered by glaciers? 10%
22. When was the last ice age? 20,000 years ago
23. Briefly describe how a glacier forms. When a snowfall in an area far exceeds the melting that occurs during the summer, glaciers start to form.
24. Why do most glaciers appear white? There are still many tiny air bubbles in the ice.
25. Explain what has happened when a glacier has turned blue. When the glacier ice become very dense, the ice absorbs all the other colors in the spectrum and reflects primarily blue.
