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February 26, 2018 

 
Dear Freshman Center Parents, 

 

The purpose of this letter is to provide a follow up to the Bring Your Own Device meeting last 

week at the Freshmen Center.  As you are aware, the technology team that presented information 

made it clear that every student who did not have their own computer would have to either buy 

one, or rent–to-own one for $14.95 per month for 12 months.  In financial hardship cases, the 

school district would provide one to the student.  However, as we listened to those parents in 

attendance at the meeting, it was clear that some of them were surprised by this information. 

 

As we reviewed all of the communications between the school and the parents, before and after 

the meeting, we feel that the right thing to do is to encourage all students/parents to purchase 

their own device or rent-to-own their device.  However, if unable to do so, the school district will 

provide a device to the students.  Listed below are some bullets of information that I believe will 

be helpful to our parents: 

 

 The 2014 bond proposal passes with approximately $15 million dedicated to technology. 

 The technology committee had every grade level and every content area represented in 13 

different pilot programs in the district. The committee’s purpose was to identify our 

student needs and to prioritize the needs in the area of technology. 

 Upon completion of the pilot programs, every teacher in every grade level and content 

area identified the top priority of technology being “every student needs to have their 

own device”. 

 Financially, the only way to make this work was to eliminate some of the proposed 

classroom technology equipment and to implement a bring your own device program 

(BYOD) at the 9-12th grade levels.  In order to stay within our budget, we estimated 70% 

of the students would bring their own device, and 30% would be provided a device. 

o According to our technology consultants we could expect that 70% of the students 

would be able to bring their own device to school.  This was his best estimate as 

he has worked with other school districts around the state that have similar 

communities to Rockford. 

 Leading up to the parent meeting at the Freshman Center on February 21, we believed we 

had three workable options for students to get a device: 

o Purchase a device themselves. 

o Those that are not able to purchase one would be provided one by signing a 

hardship waiver form that the district developed. 



o Those that do not have a device could participate in a rent to own program where 

students/parents pay $14.95 per month for 12 months, and then the student would 

own the device. 

 Throughout this process, we believe that we have kept parents informed by sending 

numerous letters.   

 

Given the above information, and after reviewing all the information provided to the Freshman 

Center parents, we think that the best thing to do from this point is to clarify to all of the 

Freshman Center parents the following information: 

o Students who already own a device should bring it to school every day.  There are 

many benefits to students buying their own devices, including they are able to 

download software on it, keep it in the summer, etc. 

o Those students that do not have a device are still encouraged to purchase one or 

utilize the rent to own option.  However, whether for financial reasons or 

otherwise, the district will provide a device to every student who needs one by 

having parents sign the RPS Device Request Form.  Again, these devices will be 

limited on what can be downloaded on them and students will turn them in before 

summer break. 

 

The above listed information maintains our foundational principles of every student having a 

device to assist them with their learning process.  If they do not bring their own device, one will 

be provided to them by the district.   

 

If you would like to discuss this further, feel free to contact me at the Freshman Center anytime. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Tom Hosford 

Principal - Freshman Center 

thosford@rockfordschools.org 

616-863-6348   

 

 

Dr. Ryan Kelley 

RPS Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 
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