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Good afternoon! 
 
As we get closer to our transition to a 1:1 environment, I wanted to take this time to review another 
option that just came to light and should be very helpful for families. 
 
Below are the options that will be discussed at our February 21st Parent Meeting (6:00pm in the 
Freshman Center cafeteria): 
 
Option #1 – Bring Your Own Device 
This is the preferred option as families will have additional benefits as there are no restrictions outside 
of the educational setting.  The guidelines below will help answer your selection questions: 
 
Acceptable devices include: 

1. Chromebooks (purchased within the last 3 years)  
2. Windows Laptops (running Windows 10) 
3. Apple Devices: 

a. Laptops (purchased within the last 5 years and running Safari 3.1 or greater)  
b. Tablets (including iPad Air or greater, purchased within the last 2 years) 

 
All devices must meet the following minimum requirements: 

1. a 9.5” diagonal display 
2. a keyboard (physically attached as wireless keyboards have the frustrating ability to connect to 

or interfere with other student devices in a room of students) 
3. a web browser (Chrome, Safari, or Microsoft Internet Explorer– Note that other browsers may 

create frustration for students while accessing content designed for the “big 3 browsers”) 
4. a wireless WiFi connection capability 

 
Option #2 – Rent to Own a Device 
This is the newest option that I am excited to share.  This option will allow a family to “rent”, through a 
third party vendor, a gently used Chromebook that has been 100% refurbished at a very economical, 
monthly fee (which will be finalized soon).  After 12 months, your family will own the device.  This 
option also comes with a laptop case, charger and a 1 year warranty.   
 
Option #3 – School Issued Device via Financial Hardship Situation 
This option is appropriate for any family that completes a financial hardship application and a laptop will 
be issued from the school.  This will be a confidential process and your student will have access to the 
same educational benefits as students who bring their own device.   
 



Another discussion point at the February 21st Parent Meeting will be about what laptop cases are 
allowed at the high school level.  We have received positive feedback about the “No Backpack” policy 
and will continue this practice.  This means that any laptop case will need to be a standard case that fits 
the laptop, charger and headphones/earbuds.  This is the practice utilized at the middle school level as 
well. 
 
Thank you for your communication and questions!  We will continue to send out updated and specific 
information as it becomes finalized.  Again, all of this will be presented and discussed at the February 
21st Parent Meeting. 
 
Have a great day! 
Tom Hosford 
Principal 
Rockford High School Freshman Center   
616-863-6348 
thosford@rockfordschools.org 
 


