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Work Session #1 

Date | time Monday – September 9, 2019 | 6:00 p.m. 

Location Rockford Freshman Center, Room 103 
Meeting called to order with a moment of silence by President Lewis 

In Attendance 

Board of Education: Bobbi Jo Blanton, Geoffrey L. Downs, Laura L. Featherston, Timothy J. Lewis, Lisa 

M. Kreager, Miles J. Postema, Nick Reichenbach.  Administration: Dr. Michael Shibler, Mike Ramm, 

Michael Cuneo, Korie Wilson-Crawford, Lisa Jacobs, Mindy Duba, Maggie Thelen, Rick Laven,  Dan 

Zang, Marlene Clark.  Guests: Carl VanderZee (CBD); Jeremy Amshey (OAK; Tom VanDeGriend, Ben 

Perdok, Matt Heidloff (GMB) 

Adoption of Agenda 

Motion was made by Lisa Kreager, supported by Laura Featherston, approving the agenda as presented. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Call of the Audience 

None. 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion was made by Nick Reichenbach, supported by Geoff Downs, approving minutes of the August 

26, 2019 study session and Regular Meeting #3 as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  Dr. Shibler 

invited Board trustees to submit suggestions to him on the work session format. 

Reports 

WiFi Update 

Assistant Superintendent of Finance Mike Cuneo and Carl VanderZee reported on the recent issues with 

wireless connectivity throughout the district.  During the first three days of school, the high volume of 

student devices trying to connect to the network encountered authentication issues. While this seems to 

be resolved, we are not confident the root cause has been identified.  Carl will facilitate a meeting between 

the district administration and our vendor Moss Communications to discuss this issue and how Moss 

will handle issues moving forward. 

Student Achievement Highlights 

Assistant Superintendent of Instruction Mike Ramm provided a brief overview of M-STEP, SAT, and 

NWEA testing score increases since last year, with a more detailed report about content, strategies and 

future plans to be provided at an early study session on September 23. 
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Since last fall, increases in grade level proficiency were achieved in 16 of 17 areas. From a county-wide 

perspective, our cohort of students improved in proficiency at a higher rate than other KISD districts.  It 

was noted that Rockford is the only minimally-funded district in the top four in Kent County. 

Moving forward, Mr. Ramm will continue to conduct research, network with colleagues, and identify 

professional development to support a targeted curriculum and measurable systemic change to increase 

student performance. 

eSports League 

Mr. Ramm, along with Director of Innovation and Accountability Maggie Thelen, and Computer Science 

Teacher Rick Laven, reported on an eSports program to be offered starting with winter and spring 

seasons this school year.  eSports is also known as competitive video gaming.  

eSports has grown in popularity at the high school and intercollegiate levels, with local, state, and 

national competitions.  The activity provides a co-curricular opportunity for students  who may not have 

interest in other areas, and the MHSAA will soon recognize eSports as a varsity sport. Benefits include 

social development, financial (competition and college scholarships), and expanded career opportunities.  

Our program will initially offer participation for 34 students in Rocket League, Overwatch, and League 

of Legends games.  A code of conduct will apply and controls put in place to foster a respectful 

environment.  RHS graduate/UM student Cole Laven shared with the Board via live video his experience 

with competitive gaming. 

Dr. Shibler reported that the district will participate in eCompetition starting in the spring of 2020, in 

which students will collaboratively develop a solution to a given problem. 

Design Schematics for the Ted Carlson Memorial Stadium 

The Board of Education reviewed schematics for the Ted Carlson Memorial Stadium, which was 

developed with input from several administrators, and will be used for athletics, band, and other groups. 

Upgrades include improved traffic flow, storage, and additional team rooms. Trustee Postema requested 

an estimate to add an upper level to the home press box. 

The Board supports Dr. Shibler’s recommendation to pursue Design Option 1, which provides a more 

open plaza experience for visitors. 

Adjournment 

President Lewis adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Geoff L. Downs, Secretary 

Rockford Public Schools Board of Education 

Minutes approved at September 23, 2019 meeting 


