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March 16, 2020 

Dear RPS Staff and Families: 

We hope you and your family are staying safe and healthy as we all navigate the ever-changing 

world caused by COVID-19.  Because each day looks different as the situation evolves, we want 

to provide you with our short-term plan. We will continue to update you and share information 

as it becomes available. Like you, we have more questions than answers, so we appreciate you 

bearing with us through the many uncertainties. 

Following are several timely topics we want to update you on.  Please feel free to contact your 

child’s principal for clarification or if you have any questions. 

Enrichment Instructional Opportunities 

Under the leadership of Assistant Superintendent of Instruction Mike Ramm, several of our 

outstanding educators are finalizing an optional instructional program for student learning at 

home.  We will also include a component on how to support your child emotionally as a result of 

this disruption to their lives. We anticipate completing this and emailing it to you in the next 

couple of days. The information will be housed on our website for easy access.  

Meals 

Beginning Tuesday, March 17 and until further notice, Rockford Public Schools will provide 

boxed lunches free of charge to anyone 18 or younger.  These will be available for district 

families in need of assistance Monday through Friday from 9:00am to 11:00am and may be 

picked up from Rockford High School at Door #3 (located in the front of the building). 

Additional meals will be provided on Fridays for the weekend. If you have any questions or 

concerns please contact John Henry, Director of Food Service at 616-863-6037. 

Spring Break 

All districts within the Kent Intermediate School District have decided to maintain the original 

spring break schedule.  This means that Rockford Public Schools is scheduled to be closed as 

planned from April 2-12, 2020.  At this point, we are planning to resume school on April 13, 2020 

unless directed otherwise.  We don’t yet have information on what the school calendar will look 

like and how this may impact the last day of school and other important school events that are 

scheduled. 

  



 

Access to Our Facilities 

In order to deep clean our schools, all schools and school offices will be closed effective 

Wednesday, March 18 at noon until further notice but not earlier than April 13.  Once closed, the 

buildings will only be accessible to a limited number of authorized staff. This will allow us to 

maintain the sanitization efforts of our maintenance staff. 

Remember, we are all in this together. Please take care of yourselves and, if you’re in a position 

to do so, please help a friend or neighbor in need. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Michael Shibler, Superintendent of Schools 

Mike Cuneo, Assistant Superintendent of Finance 

Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources 

Mike Ramm, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction 

Lisa Jacobs, Executive Director of Community Service 

Mindy Duba, Executive Director of Special Services 

 


