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Frequently asked questions about 6th Grade Camp

· When does my student go to camp?   See bottom of page.
· Do all 6th grade students attend camp?  Almost all 6th grade students attend camp.  Some do not for various reasons; illness, discipline issues, or lack of interest.
· What does my student do if they do not attend camp?  Since your child’s classes will not meet during the scheduled camp time, we recommend that your child stays home.  With that said, we understand that this arrangement might pose some challenges to families.  If you do wish to send your child to school on these days, please notify his or her magnet teachers.  Your child will be assigned to a different magnet and attend classes according to their schedule. Please know that on Wednesday of camp week, there no 6th grade classes meet as all magnets are at camp for part of the day. Arrangements will be made for any students in the building that day. 
· Do I need to sign any forms for my student to attend camp?  Yes, there will be three main forms to fill out for camp attendance.  First, there is a health/permission form.  Second, there are medication forms.  Third, there is a YMCA horse riding permission form.  ******All of the forms are available online through the ERMS website and/or on Schoology.  Please print, fill out, and return all forms by March 25, 2020.******* 
· Where is 6th Grade Camp?  6th Grade Camp is at YMCA Camp Manitou-Lin.  It is located just south of Caledonia about 50 minutes from Rockford.
· How long is each group at camp?  Each magnet attends camp for 2 ½ days.  The sessions run Monday-Wednesday or Wednesday-Friday.  All students will return from camp to East Rockford Middle School.
· What does a typical day at camp look like?  Most of the day is spent in activity groups doing a wide range of activities.  Each student is placed in their activity group.  A group leader is assigned to each group to lead them to each activity.  The activities are taught by YMCA staff or Rockford teachers. The students also spend time at meals, playing whole group games, and going to the fire circle.
· What if my student has a dietary need? Please indicate any allergies or dietary restrictions on the camp forms. Camp Manitou-Lin does a great job working to meet dietary needs. 
· What is the cost?  The cost is $150.  Checks are to be made to East Rockford Middle School.  
· Can I pay for camp a little at a time?  Yes, families will have the option to make smaller payments until they reach the total cost. Please contact Rob Pratt to make arrangements. 
· Is there any way to help with the cost of camp?  There is a fundraiser starting February 5 that all 6th graders can participate in to raise money. There is some money available to families that might need financial assistance.
· Why do I need to fill out a medication form?  Every student must turn in a medication form even if they will not be taking any medicine at camp. There is a new RPS medication policy and procedure that will be followed for camp this year. All of the necessary forms will be posted with the other camp forms. All medicine that is taken on a regular basis for asthma, ADHD, etc. should be taken at camp.  All medicines will be collected the morning your student leaves for camp by school staff.  A parent or guardian must drop off the medication to the nurse unless other arrangements have been made ahead of time.  
· What items should I send with my student to camp?  Watch for a packing list in April to use as a guide.  In general, watch the weather and plan on layers of clothing, rain gear, pillow, sleeping bag or blankets, towel, toiletries, and a couple pairs of shoes. 
· What is the dress code for camp?  The dress code follows the regular dress code at school.  The exception being hats.  Hats are allowed at camp. 
· What should I not send with my student to camp?  Please do not send electronics of any sort to camp. This includes Apple watches, FitBits, etc. These items can easily get lost, broken, or stolen.  Extra snacks do not need to be sent either.  The students get 3 meals a day, the Camp Store is open after dinner, and they get a snack.
· Who can I contact with questions that come up later?  Try your student’s homeroom teacher first or Rob Pratt at 863-6140.
· Any other advice?  Remember to pack a lunch for your student on the first day.  Send a water bottle and sunscreen. Label items sent to camp.  If your student is apprehensive, really encourage them to go as this will be a memory for a lifetime.
IMPORTANT DATES


*February 5- Camp fundraiser kickoff



*February 21- Sale ends

*Mach 17– Fundraiser pick up until 4:00 PM in LGI
*March 25- Volunteer forms due


*March 25- Camp fees ($150) and paperwork due



*May 11-13- Camp session 1 (Community and Service, Fine Arts, and Structures)



*May 13-15- Camp session 2 (Health Quest, and Earth Keepers)
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