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Good morning/afternoon/evening:

We have reached the end of September. We have had a great start to our school year!

As a reminder, I send out these updates twice a month. If there is an emergency, a snow day, or an important issue, I will send out School Messenger messages as appropriate.

Last Monday evening, we had our first Cookies with the Superintendent. Scott Beckman, our Director of Security, and Ryan Morin, our School Resource Officer, joined me as we 
spoke with parents about school and student safety - in school and online. Officer Morin shared the following links for parents that dealt with online safety:
www.commonsensemedia.org
www.protectyoungeyes.com
www.bark.us
www.ic3.gov

Our next Cookies with the Superintendent will be October 24 at 6:30 PM at the RPS Administration Offices. Enter through the front doors off Main Street. We will have middle and 
high school counselors with us to talk about student success. Plus, I will bake and bring with me some more homemade cookies. I hope to see you there!

Our Rockford High School marching band earned a second place finish last weekend in Toledo at the Bands of America regional competition. Their show “Aurora Awakes” is 
tremendous!

Throughout September and October, Mike Cueno, our Assistant Superintendent for Business, Allison Clements, our Director of Finance, and I are meeting with parent groups, civic 
organizations, and staff to discuss the November 8 election. It is an important election for the Rockford Public Schools. The non-homestead millage RENEWAL is on the ballot. The 
non-homestead millage has been renewed several times in our district since 1994.

In 1994 school funding was changed in Michigan. Since 1994 all district’s per pupil allocation is comprised of two parts. First, each district is required to pass a millage on non-
homesteads. This is a millage on business and commercial property and secondary homes. This is NOT a millage on your primary residence. Districts are required to ask the voters 
to renew the millage at least every five years. In Rockford, this millage was last renewed in 2018.

The revenue generated from the millage on non-homestead property makes up the first part of a district’s per pupil allocation. In the case of the Rockford Public Schools, this 
amounts to over $7.2 million dollars or roughly 7% of our general fund dollars. 

The state then comes in behind and funds the rest of the per pupil allocation.

If a district does not pass a non-homestead millage, the state subtracts the amount that would have been contributed from the per pupil allocation. In our case, if we did not pass 
this renewal, the state would subtract over $900 per student from our state per pupil allocation.

This RENEWAL of the non-homestead millage in our district is important.

There are two questions on the ballot. The first is the renewal. The second proposal asks to allow the district to levy the state approved amount of 18 mills. Please see our district 
website for additional information.

Our middle and high school athletes this fall are having tremendous success. More importantly, not only are our athletes finding success on the field they are also representing 
the Rockford Public Schools and our community well. You should be proud of these athletes! You can find information on our middle and high school athletic teams on our district 
website or follow along on social media. The Rockford Middle School Athletics has a presence on Twitter and Instagram @rockmsathletics and the Rockford High School Athletics has 
a presence on Twitter @RockfordAD and on Instagram @rockfordramsad.

I love to read. I often read books that our students are reading. Here are a few suggestions if you are looking for some great books to read with your children:

Clarice the Brave by Lisa McMann - grades 3-7
Posted by John David Anderson - middle school 
Goodbye Days by Jeff Zentner - high school

I visit schools and school events on a regular basis. If you want to see some of the great things that are going on in our schools I post on both Twitter and Instagram @docsmatthews.

Have a great weekend.

Steve

Dr. Steve M. Matthews
Superintendent, Rockford Public Schools


